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One of the qualities I appreciate about Jesus is his honest talk. When we read 
the Gospels, we see a man who didn’t sugarcoat a thing. Yet, in spite of  

confirming the difficulty we’ll encounter in our lifetime, his overall message 
resounds with tremendous hope. 

When I look back at The City Mission’s role in Cleveland in the 70’s  
and 80’s, I see Jesus’ words come to life. For any old-timers out there (that 
includes me), you may remember the term “The Rust Belt.” Due to the 
inflation in the cost of steel and rising labor expenses, several factories 
closed in our area decades ago. The resulting joblessness placed many 
of our neighbors in dire situations.

But God worked through partners like you to help people who 
were struggling to find work again. We provided meals to help  
families get by, shelter if needed and the hope that soon, things would 
be okay. 

Even through events like the Iranian hostage crisis, the Cold War 
and troop deployment to over 100 countries around the world, The City Mission served 
as a reminder here in Cleveland that no matter how challenging life got, hope was not 
out of reach. 

For 100 years, The City Mission has strived to create a welcoming and peaceful  
environment for anyone who needs it. And that legacy of care continues today as you’ll 
see in Karen’s story on the next page. Whether it be someone suffering from economic 
hardship, a soldier returning from overseas with no home or a mom trying to give her 
child a better life, we are here to pave a path of hope and renewal under God’s grace. 

In this world, we are promised some hardship.  
The past reminds us of this fact! But all of us, including 
the people we meet here at The City Mission, can take 
heart. Because not only do we know the One who  
overcame the world, but one day, we’ll overcome it 
once and for all as well. 

Sincerely,

 
Overcoming the World

dear friend,

Rev. Richard Trickel 
Chief Executive Officer

In this world you will 
have trouble. But 
take heart! I have 
overcome the world.

John 16:33

Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for our 100th  
Anniversary Celebration of Hope event on October 2!  
For more details, visit www.thecitymission.org/
celebration-of-hope today!
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Experiencing a serious health 
problem can take its toll on any 
of us. For moms like Karen, 
however, there’s something 
much more difficult… watching 
your child go through the same.

After Karen’s son Carlos was born, 
she knew something was wrong.  
“Was he deaf? Was he blind,” Karen 
would ask herself. “He didn’t seem 
cognitive to me, so I began to make 
appointments, ask more questions 
and seek answers.”

For six long years Karen waited 
and listened and waited some more 
until she learned that her son Carlos 
had a severe case of Cerebral Palsy. 
Karen was heartbroken and alone—
already having lost her marriage 
in her quest to find answers 
for Carlos’ condition. The 
final straw? Losing 
custody of Carlos to her 
ex-husband.

The culmination of 
so many losses put Karen 
in a dark place. After one 
failed suicide attempt, 
Karen found  
 

herself contemplating jumping off of a 
bridge after a long day at work.

By God’s mercy, Karen’s life was 
spared. And in July of 2008, she made 
the bold decision to leave her job  
of nineteen years. “I knew if I didn’t 
leave my job then, I wouldn’t make it,” 
Karen admits.

Thanks to your generosity and 
support, Karen was able to come to 
Laura’s Home Women’s Crisis Center in 
her time of confusion and suffering. 
And we’re so thankful she did. 

Because you help provide such 
profound resources that really impact 
lives, people like Karen are given 
another chance at creating a healthy 
and fulfilled life. “During my time here 

I’ve found the Transformation 
class very satisfying,” Karen 

acknowledges. “It has helped 
me to pull back the layers of 
hurt and sorrow and start to 
deal with issues so that I 
could receive healing and 
move forward.” 

“I definitely have a deeper 
understanding and faith 

of who God really  
 

is,” Karen shares. “Many times I asked 
God why. Why did this happen to  
me? But I don’t ask why anymore.  
Why not me?”

“I remember talking in one of  
the classes,” Karen continues, “about 
how God can use our hurts, our 
testimonies to help other people.  
And I began to think, ‘Lord, is this what 
you want me to do?’ I’ve come to 
understand that nothing happens to 
believers by chance. Everything is 
purposeful. Our lives are like tapestry 
and God weaves in the dark colors 
with the light.”

With a fuller understanding of  
the purpose of her pain, Karen has  
become a willing vessel to share what 
she’s gone through with others. “I don’t 
think it’ll ever not be painful,” Karen 
realizes, “but I’ve been able to release 
the feelings of guilt and shame. I’ve 
been empowered and set free.”

Looking to the future, Karen 
envisions “working and going to 
school to finish nursing classes and 
enjoying Carlos. And taking what I’ve 
learned here at Laura’s Home and 
being able to tell someone else that 
when you’re in a crisis situation there 
is a place to go to get help, hope  
and healing.”

“From the bottom of my heart, I 
thank each and every person that has 
been an encouragement, said a word 
or prayed for me since I’ve been here,” 
Karen expresses emotionally. “I don’t 
take it for granted. Thank you.”

A Personal Journey to  
Facing Pain
and understanding God’s purpose through it

“�Everything is purposeful. Our lives are 
like tapestry and God weaves in the 
dark colors with the light.”



Mission  
Needs 
List
The City Mission is always in need of 
donations from generous ministry friends. 
Please drop off any donations at the  
Mission’s administrative building at the 
corner of East 55th and Carnegie on 
Monday–Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. or 
call (216) 431-3510 for more information. 
Thank you!
•  Toiletries
•  Infant supplies
•  Linens
•  School supplies
• N ew toys and games 
•  Clothing
•  Bus passes
• �N ew or gently used uniforms for the 

Cleveland Metropolitan School District
• � Large-print Bibles, preferably New Living 

Translation

of Reaching Hearts, Changing Lives
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Under the leadership of Rev. Harry Banfield, 
The City Mission underwent its largest move in 
its history. Besides working to raise money for 
the expansion, Rev. Banfield also concentrated 
on extending both the partnership of the 
Cleveland community and the number of staff 
members and volunteers. We now continue 
to serve our friends and neighbors through 
ministry, education and everything in between!

100 Years

The Angeline Christian Home served as an emergency shelter for 
women and children and became the inspiration for our current 
outreach for women and their children, Laura’s Home.

The Promise Choir charms the crowd during the Mission’s Holiday Dinner in 1987.

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. 
–1 Samuel 16:7
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of Reaching Hearts, Changing Lives

The Lord does not look at the things man looks at.  
Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart. 
–1 Samuel 16:7

The City Mission has hosted 
countless banquets and dinners 
throughout the past century, 
bringing our volunteers and 
neighbors together in a shared 
purpose to serve the poor, 
homeless and needy among us.

Over the decades, we have expanded our 
camps and services to meet the growing needs 
of our surrounding community. Approximately 
ten percent of the donations we receive go 
toward the development of facilities that shelter, 
feed, educate, counsel and care for our clients.



Uniting the City in  
Celebration and Service
Join The City Mission on October 2, 2010 for our  
100th Anniversary Celebration of Hope at the Wolstein  
Center in downtown Cleveland! We’re honored to  
welcome musical guests Praise-Apella, Scott Krippayne and  
Larnelle Harris and will have many other festivities for you. Please visit 
www.thecitymission.org/celebration-of-hope for more information 
and to order your tickets today!
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In memory of:
(March 16 – July 21, 2010)
Our deepest sympathies 
are with friends who 
have lost loved ones. 
A memorial gift to The 
City Mission is a special 
way to offer hope to the 
needy in the name of a 
friend or family member.

Donald Andreano
Miss Lucille G. Wiltshire

Joseph Aquilino
Jim and Ann Fitzpatrick

Mr. William Boyce
Elizabeth Boyce

Delphine Bucchieri
Mary Jo Chiara
Philip and Delphine Giunta
The Hollander Family
Ms. Marilyn Meyerholt
Ms. Alice Screnci

Martha Carpenter
Jim and Ann Fitzpatrick

Marjorie Caswell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard S. Gold
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Goodnough
The Graydon Drive Club
Bill and Linda Hronek,  

Hronek-Williams Agency, Inc.

Eleanor Discenzo
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Harcher

Rachel B. Eichele
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Wantz

Ted and Kay Fistek
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Krsulovic

Richard Fraser
Mary Kathryn Poptic
Anonymous

Alice A. Gibel
Aqua Dames Southland YWCA
Rev. and Mrs. James W. Avers
Donna Borchik
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore R. Bower
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Q. Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert Chase
Susan Clancy
Terrence & Nancy Clancy
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Confer
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Gibel
Ms. Jean Godwin
Esther A. Hofener
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Hulme
Mark and Missy Jogan
Mr. & Mrs. Alex M. Kezdi
Mr. John Lendzian
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Mileti
Marie E. Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Attila Nemeth
The Osterland Family
Ms. Janice Russin
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Schock
Ruth Simmons & Jeanne S. Downey
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Sommer
Lisa B. Uffman-Kirsch
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. Walter
Bonnie Warburton
Tom & Dolores Wolff

Ann Glavan
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Krsulovic

Mr. Edward F. Glicker
Mrs. Edward F. Glicker

Leota Hardin
Mrs. Marlene Black

Mr. Joe Hermann
Mrs. Terry L. Hermann

Mr. Howard D. C. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Wieteha

Mr. David Jacques
Mr. & Mrs. Henry T. Jacques

Barbara Jeffers
Cirilo and Sandra Galang

Margaret Krivy
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Krsulovic

John R. Kurtz
Sarah R. Kurtz-Campbell

Mary Sue Lavinish
Mr. James & Mary Jane Horner

Mr. Robert Lesko
Angelita Lesko

Mr. Harvey Lorentz
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony M. Prusinski

William H. Lund
Mrs. Adrienne F. Lund

Raymond Lynch and  
Albina Krishon

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McMullen

Mr. Theo Moll
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Thompson
Catherine Murray
Ms. Kathleen A. Chaplin

Mr. Richard B. Nici
Mr. & Mrs. Brian E. Gardner

Dr. Stewart Nickel
Claudia J. Nickel
Royal Flamingo Villas Condominium, Inc.
Ruth Nicolaysen
Kim & Jim Miller

Joseph Novak
Al & Donna Jankow
Barbara Ann Gannon
Cuyahoga Community College, 

Admissions & Registration Office

Donald Novick
Mrs. Faye Kaplan
Joanne Lieberman
Marty, Sam & Lydia Resnik and 

Sherri Appleton
Marc & Ilene Shapiro and Family

Mrs. Irma E. Ogrin
Retirees Breakfast Bunch

Mr. Louis Palmer
Chip Marous, Shelly Russo, Scott 

& Sandy Marous, Ken & Denise 
Marous

Marous Bros Construction, 
Incorporated

Jean A. Pearson
Jean and Dick Erickson

Kenneth E. Ramsey
Strongsville Athletic Boosters

Mr. C. E. Rhodes
Mrs. Linda K. Krupski

Erinn Rodgers
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McMullen

Mr. John Rorvik
Gudrun Andersen
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin N. Bradford
George & Pat Coombs
Marie Foss
Ms. Josephine Giardiello
Reidar & Lilly Gundersen
Mr. & Mrs. Per Heidenberg
Mary T. Juillerat
Mr. & Mrs. Harry J. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas H. Piteo
William & Arlene Plichta
Gerd Rorvik
Tom and Sissel Rowe
Jane Talmage
Mrs. Helen Vogl

Mr. John Sedor
Bonnie Hoehn and Barbara Reiter

Rachelle Johnson
Kline & London CPA Inc.
John & Marie Sidor
James R. Vine
Marie Sedor
Ruth H. Wismer
Stephen & Phyllis Spears

Dorothy Seitz
Mr. Aloysius M. Seitz

Mr. Raymond Shaker
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Roberts

Iona Sherrill
Tom & Phyllis Sullivan

Mr. Paul Everett Shumaker
Barbara A. Shumaker

Peggy Simms
Cora McCormack

Mr. George D. Smith, Jr.
Joe, Alison, Ben, Maggie and 

Sasha Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Fitzpatrick
Mr. & Mrs. Henry S. Herwerden

Kristen Spurlock
Christine Stansell
Joy & Harold Geiss

Mr. Gregory A. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Thompson

David Walczak
Nancy & Ed Rogowski

Alan Warrender
J. Philip Calabrese
Douglass and Caryl Collins, William 

Collins & Patricia, Cynthia Collins, 
Sheryl, Mark, Vance, Laura Collins 
Lefever & Charles Lefever, Greg & 
Karen Donnelly

James & Jacqueline Harrison
Dan & Carolyn Rose
Barbara & John Smithrick
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP
Michael & Judy Wunderle

Esther Widlicka
Robert & Dorothy Dvorak
Michael & Dawn Hughes
Mr. & Mrs. Alan N. Kronika
Ms. Cynthia Leach
Mr. Ronald Leach
Terese M. Meech
Mr. Bruce A. Widlicka
Rev. & Mrs. Daniel Widlicka

William G. Widlicka
Mr. Bruce A. Widlicka

Jeff Wilhelm
Mr. Bill Wilhelm

Art Wise
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. McMullen

In Honor of:
(March 16 – July 21, 2010)
A gift to The City Mission 
is a great way both 
to say “I Care” and to 
remember a birthday, 
anniversary, or other 
special occasion!

Rev. Harry Banfield
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Kendel

Mr. Brian Broadbent
Amy Broadbent

Renee Evans
Brent Evans

Ms. Olga Frenchek
Jane Resko

Ms. Kate Kelly
Bernadette Armbruster

Dr. Leon Kinsley
Linda Krupski

Dr. Howard Pippin
Jack and Anne Palomaki

William & Amy Novotny Scott
Virginia K. Novotny

Katie Thomas, Graduation
Ms. Ellen M. Thomas

Mrs. Frances Thorne
Mrs. Ann Ferenchak

Aaron and Elisabeth Wolff
Mr. & Mrs. Brian E. Gardner

Barbara Jeffers, Birthday
Cirilo & Sandra Galang

& giftsmemorial
in honor of

If you would like to give a gift in memory of a loved one who has 
passed away, or in honor of a special occasion, please mail your gift  
and the name of the person(s) being remembered or honored to:
The City Mission  •  5310 Carnegie Ave.  •  Cleveland, OH 44103

We will let your honoree or the family of the deceased  
know of your gift with a special card.

100th Anniversary Corner
Last Call to Share Your 
City Mission Story
We will continue to gather stories for the next  
few weeks in honor of our 100th anniversary.  
Just visit www.thecitymission.org/100-years 
for details on how to share your story. We look 
forward to hearing from you as we celebrate  
100 years of changed lives in Cleveland!
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Please join us

Laura’s Home Women’s Crisis Center
•  �Praise God for continuing to inspire donors to provide the 

necessary requirements of the needy.

•  �Thank God for continuing to send women and children to LH 
seeking a better relationship with Him and safety and security 
for themselves as well as their children.

•  �Without vouchers from the county, pray that the school  
supply and clothing needs of the children will be met.

•  �As we enter a new school year, pray that the children will be 
able to adjust to newly assigned schools, teachers and peers.

•  �Pray for safety, wisdom and perseverance for the LH staff.

•  �Pray for more volunteers with a passion and desire to assist 
children.

Inmate Outreach Services
•  �That our monthly mailings to nearly 600 Ohio inmates would 

make an impact toward evangelism and Christian discipleship. 

•  �That God would use our visits to Ohio’s prisons to bring  
encouragement to those who are often forgotten.

•  �That God would continue to provide Bibles and Christian  
literature, as well as embossed envelopes and reading glasses, 
to our IOS team for distribution.

Pathways Family Outreach Services
•  �For a Christ-focused and exciting start to fall programs.

•  �For continued discipleship and growth of students who 
came to our summer camps.

•  �For volunteers for our Fall Ministry Team.

Crossroads Men’s Crisis Center
•  �For men who are going through the Debt Canceling  

Workshop and Seven Keys for Spiritual Renewal, to develop  
a stronger relationship with the Lord.

•  �For strength, wisdom, and endurance for the staff of  
Crossroads Men’s Crisis Center.

•  �For all volunteers who are so diligent in coming to serve.  
We are grateful for all they do!

•  �Praise for all the donors who share their time, fi nances, and 
energy to the Crossroads program.

•  �Continued prayer for positive outcomes with our network 
agencies as we collaborate with them.

Pathways Family 
Outreach Services 
Volunteers Needed
Victory Program 
Monday–Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
The Victory program is a safe, supervised alternative for  
suspended and expelled students with a strong focus 
on character development and behavioral management. 
Students attending the program will receive an assessment 
evaluation, participate in character development and  
behavioral management classes, receive homework  
assistance, and a nutritious lunch. 
The Victory program needs volunteers that are able to 
perform in the following capacities:
•  �Lead small group Bible study 
•  �Lead character classes 
•  �Provide homework assistance 
•  �Facilitate structured recreational activities 
Volunteers in the Victory program must:
•  �Be able to work with at risk and high risk students 
•  �Have a lot of patience 
•  �Have Christian convictions 
•  �Be flexible
Length of Service:
•  �Serve one day a week or more, 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Drop In Program 
Monday–Thursday, 2:30–5:30 p.m.  
(School Year: September–May)
The Drop In program offers a safe and supervised place for 
students to be during the afterschool hours. Students  
involved with the program receive homework assistance, 
participate in fun and enriching activities and receive a snack.
The Drop In program needs volunteers that are able to 
perform in the following capacities:
•  �Supervise students 1–8 grades
•  �Provide homework assistance 
•  �Facilitate structured recreational activities 
•  �Conduct daily attendance 
•  �Help distribute daily food 
Volunteers in Drop In program must:
•  �Have Christian convictions
•  �Be flexible and have patience
•  �Be able to work with students 1st–8th grades 
Length of Service:
•  �Serve one day a week or more, �2:30–5:30 p.m.
•  �For an individual (age 18+) or group up to 10 (age 16+) 

with adult chaperone

in prayer
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As a Grammy award-winning Gospel 
singer and songwriter, Larnelle Harris 
is known to many as the “The Voice.” 
He feels blessed as he travels the 
world singing songs inspired by  
the word of God and about his own 
personal faith journey. 

Throughout his career, Larnelle has 
come to realize one thing in regard to the 
Lord and his music… “He wants me to care 
for His people like He does.”

With this purpose, he continues to 
guide those who will listen with an open 
heart. We are honored and thrilled to have 
Larnelle Harris extend the blessing of his 
voice to all of us at The City Mission’s 100th 
Anniversary Celebration of Hope on 
Saturday October 2 at the Wolstein Center.

Not only will the audience be given the 
chance to hear Larnelle and the amazing 
gift God has given him, but they also will 
be lucky enough to hear a community 
choir numbered in the 100’s join Larnelle 
for some of his classics.

When asked what he hopes to bring to 
the event, Larnelle says he wants to spread 
the joy that God has brought into his life 
with others he cares deeply about. “You go 
in to bless someone who is needy and  
you walk out of there the most blessed,” 
Larnelle affirms.

Part of Larnelle’s message that deeply 
resonates with the vision of The City  
Mission is that “your heart cannot be  

broken in such a way that the Creator  
cannot fix it.” We appreciate Larnelle’s  
example of embracing how faith in God 
can change lives along with his desire to 
work to help those in need become better  
acquainted with Christ. 

Please come and enjoy our marvelous 
celebration and take part in a life-enriching 
experience. Voices like Larnelle’s impact lives 
daily and you can be a part of that as we 
celebrate God’s work through friends like 
you at The City Mission’s 100th anniversary 
event. For ticket information, please visit 
www.thecitymission.org/ 
celebration-of-hope or call  
(216) 431-3510 x237 today. We look forward 
to seeing you there!

5310 Carnegie Avenue 
Cleveland, OH 44103 
(216) 431-3510 
www.TheCityMission.org
Providing Help and Hope to  
All People Through the Transforming 
Power of God’s Love

Our Board
Trustees
Brian F. Broadbent 

President
Steven D. Bartlett 

Vice President
David Halperin 

Secretary
Theodore A. Wagner 

Treasurer
Turan Strange 

At-Large
Mark F. Alder
Phillip Bell
Roshonda M. Benton
Joseph A. Campanella
Jeffrey C. V. Deuch
Deforia Lane, PhD
Anne Nagy
Roger A. Reeves
Robert H. Rowland
Greg Solomon
Wayne K. Walker

Emeritus Members
Walter L. Baker
Rev. Harry Banfield,  

Director Emeritus
Paul E. Greenough
Wallace L. Pepin

Blessing Others with 
His Voice
Meet Larnelle Harris


